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FIRST

Information Sharing

NEXT

Q & A Session

THEN 
Individual Questions 





Establishing A Special Class

Identify Need

Identify Accommodation

Expression of Interest

Sanction of Special Class

Resource and Support 
School



Which students are enrolled in Special 

Classes?

Students with severe and /or complex 

educational needs arising from their 

diagnosis and who are unable to 

access a mainstream class setting. 





Autism Good Practice 
Guidance



Student Voice

The Lundy Model, 20077



What are Severe and/or Complex Learning 

Needs?

Where professional reports outline the following: 

 Diagnosis of a disability

AND

 A demonstration of the understanding of 

complexity of the child’s overall level of need

AND

 Given the severity or complexity of the child’s 

needs, a professional recommendation as to 

what educational placement type would be most 

appropriate to best meet the child’s needs, 

along with the supporting rationale for same.



Who is Eligible to Enrol in a Special 

Autism  Class?  



Special Autism Classes – Complex 

Learning Needs?
 Not just Autism

 Children who require access to additional specialist 

support

Daily life and 
adaptive 

functioning 
presents 
extreme 

challenges

Mental health 
and sensory 
impairments

Evidence of 
behaviours of 

concern or 
dysregulation 

which cannot be 
ameliorated with 

M/S Supports

Intellectual 
Disability 



What are not Severe and/or Complex 

Learning Needs? 

Placement
in a special 
class due 

to 
diagnosis 

alone

Requirement 
for an 

exemption 
from Irish

Placement in 
a special 
class as 
limited 

supports in 
mainstream

Placement
in a special 
class due to 

attention 
difficulties

Anxiety 
without 

clear 
evidence-

based 
information

“would 
benefit from 
/ is eligible 
for a special 

class”



Matching the Need to 

Accommodation Capacity



Expression of Interest to Establish a 

Special Class



Site Visit

OTHER SCHOOLS



Sanction Letter



Acknowledgement of 

Response



Considerations

Enrolment Policy Catchment Area
Type of Special 

Class

Parental 
Expectations

Inclusion 



Parents

PARENTAL 
CHOICE

PARENTAL 
CONSENT

Parent School

NCSE 
Regional 
Support

Other 
Professionals



NCSE Parental Consent Form  - Planning



Notification of Enrolment

4 pages 

Reflect on 
Enrolment 

DoE 
Criteria 

Attached



New and Revised NCSE Letters

MEETS CRITERIA
DOES NOT MEET 
CRITERIA



Children with special educational needs mature and 

develop and their learning needs change over time. For 

this reason and to ensure that the special class remains 

the most appropriate educational setting for pupils 

enrolled, it is important that their educational placement is 

kept under regular review

Arrangements must also be made for the appropriate 

inclusion of children with special educational needs 

attending special classes into mainstream classes, 

according to their level of need and attainments



Review



Supports for Special 

Classes

Staff- Teacher,  SNA 

and Escorts

Grants- Enhanced 

Capitation and Set 

Up

Professional 

Development- NCSE
Additional Supports 

- NEPS



Resourcing the class – Teacher 

SNA

Teaching 
Support

SNA 
Support



Allocating ‘above SERC’ SNA allocation to 

a Special Class

 Automatic allocation of SNA support to a special class 

– DoE policy – SERC (Report of the Special Education 

Review Committee 1993)

 Circumstances may arise where this allocation is not 

sufficient

 SENO can review allocation of SNA support to the 

special class if there is a professional report and 

documented school-based evidence that the level of 

care needs are beyond what would be expected in a 

special class



NCSE Teacher Professional 

Development - Seminars



TPL Funding



Teacher Professional Development –

In School Support

schoolsupport@ncse.ie

mailto:schoolsupport@ncse.ie


Autism Supports for Special 

Classes 



NCSE Padlet For Schools



NCSE MCA Sustained 
Support for Schools with 

Established Special Classes



Questions

It’s time to Answer Questions.




