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Links and Pathways
Discussion 



• Maintenance of the National Framework of Qualifications 
(NFQ)

• Institutional Quality Assurance of self-awarding public HE 
providers

• Validation and certification of programmes of private HE 
providers

• Validation and certification of programmes of public and 
private FET providers

• Irish NARIC – qualifications recognition

• Regulation of English Language Education Providers

QQI functions



- the state authority for quality assurance and qualifications 
- recognises programmes and their awards in NFQ when validated by the relevant awarding body. 
- QQI an awarding body validates such programmes when submitted by approved providers in line 

with the specific QA guidelines
- Other Designated Awarding Bodies such as our universities validate own programmes again in 

line with QA guidelines

Once validated / accredited by these awarding bodies these programmes and the awards they lead 
to are recognised.
The new Irish Register of Qualifications is the key source of information on providers and 
programmes leading to awards in the NFQ. 

Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland







Five Countries Annual Meeting 

UK and Ireland Qualifications Frameworks Group
February 2020





International 2020

EQF as an 
inter-country 
system level  

linking 
qualifications 

and 
qualifications 

systems 



Referencing Irish NFQ to the EQF and Self-
Certification of Compatibility with the QF-EHEA

Fulfil commitments under 2017 EU Council 
Recommendation on the EQF and QF-EHEA 
mandate to promote greater transparency, 
portability and comparability of qualifications in 
Europe (QF-EHEA Self-Certification 2006 and EQF 
Referencing 2009 reports out of date)

WHY?



Referencing Irish NFQ to the EQF and Self-
Certification of Compatibility with the QF-EHEA

• An account of the Irish education, training and 
qualifications system 

• Document how the design and implementation 
of the NFQ meets European norms, standards 
and expectations

• Promote transparency and trust in 
qualifications gained in Ireland

PURPOSE



Referencing Irish NFQ to the EQF and Self-
Certification of Compatibility with the QF-EHEA

Updated 2020 Report - Outcomes



European dimension of the NFQ



NFQ Fan Diagram
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NARIC Ireland 2020
www.naric.ie



The Global Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education was adopted at 

the 40th session of the UNESCO General Conference in November 2019, as the first United Nations treaty on 

higher education with a global scope. A new guide has been drawn up which provides a step-by step practical 

approach to recognition of foreign qualifications both for credential evaluation practitioners and for individuals 

seeking recognition of their foreign qualifications. 

An excellent practical resource for admissions and higher education 

personnel who evaluate international applications.

Norway and Nicaragua signatories 2020. 

Global Recognition 
Convention



1. COVID related: ENIC-NARIC network has prepared a compendium of information updates on upper secondary examinations 

ENIC-NARIC & COVID



Asia-Pacific Network of centres www.apnnic.net

New site in place provides free and authoritative information on the recognition of qualifications to help facilitate 

physical or virtual mobility of students and academics. Nine Parties to the Tokyo Convention are Australia, China, 

Fiji, Holy See, Japan, Mongolia, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, and Turkey so far. 

Supported by  UNESCO.

Asia Pacific

http://www.apnnic.net/


FraudS+ an Erasmus+ funded project led by CIMEA (ENIC-NARIC) Italy. 

To establish a database of anonymised, confirmed, falsified qualifications and qualifications

issued by diploma mills. 

Aiding Digitising of the Diploma Supplement project: identification and stocktake of current practices 

regarding the Diploma Supplement in each partner country, sharing of best practices, peer review

Online training module to facilitate digitalisation of the Diploma Supplement process by HEI’s. 

I-AR: Automatic Recognition across the EU and EHEA (Nuffic)

strengthen link between HEIs and ENIC-NARIC, improve information provision, includes national seminars 

for higher education institutions to promote a common understanding of AR.

StacQ: Stacking credits & the future of the qualification (Nuffic)

Plans online application to evaluate MOOCs for credential evaluators,  revisit what a qualification is in the 

changing education landscape; mapping developments, analyse and reflect on modular (micro-

credentials) education & recognition. 

Seeking support from providers and will be in contact by email in the coming months. 

NARIC Projects 2020-22



www.europass.ie

Launched 

July 2020

http://www.europass.ie/


Personal Profile @ portal

Information on learning and working 

in Europe 

Digital tools and capacity



Top 7 countries with highest 

Europass usage (Nov 2020)

Countries with highest % population using Europass1

1 Europass profiles per active population (i.e. population 15-64 years)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-datasets/product?code=tipslm15


www.europass.ie

Updates of 

content and 

translations

• Updated translations for 

NEC and country pages

• Implemented feedback 

on translations in Irish 

German, Maltese, 

Swedish, Dutch, Latvian, 

Serbian and Turkish

www.europa.eu/europass/en

http://www.europass.ie/
http://www.europa.eu/europass.en


www.europass.ie

December
• CV template

• CV Wizard

• Banner-style information board

• Search interface Driving license

• Cover letter alerts 

Release of the

Europass platform 

(v 1.3)

http://www.europass.ie/


Connect with Europass 

www.europass.ie

@europassie

Facebook

http://www.europass.ie/
https://twitter.com/europassie?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/europassIE


The Higher Education Links Scheme (HELS) links a number of 
FET level 5 and level 6 awards to a variety of 3rd level courses 

in participating higher education institutions.
Central Applications Office (cao.ie)

Higher Education Links Scheme

http://www.cao.ie/index.php?page=scoring&s=fetac


https://irq.ie
www.Qualifax.ie

www.qqi.ie
www.enic-naric.net
www.europass.eu

QQI - YouTube

Useful links & resources

http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.qqi.ie/
http://www.europass.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe1oWTd0vFoIv3yzanJjwJA

