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	Question
	Answer

	Can CAO not access pre-2002 FE results anymore?

	No, applicants must supply evidence of results pre-2002. This has been the case for a number of years.


	How is it decided if a course is quota or non-quota?

	The Higher Education Institution decides if a course should have a quota or not.


	How do we know which courses are quota/non quota?

	When you search for a course here:
http://www.cao.ie/index.php?page=fetac_search 
The notes column will show the legend 'Qta' if the course has a quota.


	Are FE qualifications other than QQI accepted by HEI's for courses? Do FE application automatically mean QQI (at least L5)?

	Most of FE is delivered as part/ full modules at the QQI levels - 1 to 6; the distinction is between ‘full time’ programmes, often at Level 5 and 6, often - though not exclusively in Colleges of Further Education (CFEs) or in Dual Provision Post Primary schools with some PLC courses. Training centres and Youthreach-CTC offer QQI level awards - as do Literacy, Community Education centres, training centres etc. “Other” qualifications like City and Guilds remain outside QQI 


	Are PLC qualifications not considered QQI qualifications? (Re Box 6 vs Box 2)
	Box 6 is for "Any other Further Education courses that you have undertaken that do NOT fall into one of the other sections".
So, an applicant presenting a PLC course that results in a QQI level 5 qualification will tick box 2. There may be some PLC courses that lead to a qualification which is not a QQI level 5 - these applicants should tick box 6 and provide a certified copy of the qualification result.


	Will DARE applications be necessary for FE to HE applicants?

	Currently DARE reduces the required CAO points for LC students. However, any FE applicant can complete the SIF (Supplementary Information Form) through their CAO application. This will flag the HEI disability office that a student has accepted a place and may require specific supports.


	Where do CAO publish the FE points that gained entry to previous year for Quota course?

	CAO does not prepare separate QQI FE points charts for quota courses - some HEIs publish the scores required for their courses.


	How do they decide whether a course will be quota or not? I.e., Is it linked to demand?

	Usually this is to manage the intake. In some cases, courses would never have a LC points requirement less than 390 - so a quota ensures an intake of FE applicants can be managed.


	If applying for a non-quota course is there no point applying for courses that will be more than 390 points?
	While theoretically this may be correct, in practice this does not normally happen. 

	How can an FE applicant check that an error was made in not getting an offer if CAO do not publish what the points were?
	Any applicant with this question will need to ask the HEI admissions office.

	All courses in DCU for example would be over 400 Points and very few are quota. So are we saying there is no point in an FE graduate applying to those?
	The info provided in this session should reflect some of the advantages in consideration of FE opportunities for Guidance Counsellors and the learners, we are certainly not saying "there is no point" it is the case that as "steppingstones" there continue to be considerable challenges. The way that FE is "viewed" by admissions in HE varies from institution to institution; there is work being done to try to engage this challenge.

	I think some colleges require QQI results from one sitting?
	Yes, for scoring purposes but not for the purpose of meeting the minimum entry requirements. As with the Leaving Certificate; the “notes” column will show the legend 'Cmb' or 'One': One - The best score in a single QQI FET/FETAC assessment session are used for ranking purposes.
Cmb - The best score in any combination of QQI FET/FETAC assessment sessions are used for ranking purposes.

	Where does a student find the CCPS form?
	 http://www.cit.ie/ccps 

	Can an applicant use their LC as minimum entry requirement and or course requirement and then FE for points?
	
This is still variable, in some cases a HEI may specify a requirement for a specific achievement in a particular component - but will accept a specific grade in a specified subject the LC as a substitute.

	Points are one of the biggest barriers to many prospective students – how to manage this?
	If a student is interested in a particular course/subject and it is anticipated that points may be an issue, Guidance for that student will be vital in finding appropriate backups e.g., at Level 6 or 7 rather than level 8, or perhaps a similar course might be available in another institution. 

	For many people the maths requirement is a huge psychological barrier as much as anything else – how to manage this?
	[bookmark: _Int_aTTMyPU3]There is a definite role for the Guidance Counsellor here in discussing the maths requirement with the student. For example, the Guidance Counsellor may explain that the maths requirements reflects the maths content in the course. In addition, there are many supports around maths available in education settings and within courses – a Guidance Counsellor can help source these for students. There is a challenge also that some institutions may not “update” requirements, and the role of advocacy and investigation by Guidance Counsellors can be important.

	There is also something of a snobbish attitude to FE in certain quarters (parents, some students etc.)
	There is an important role for the Guidance Counsellor in responding with the clear benefits of FET – this remains a challenge in society that there are a range of agencies trying to make improvements 

	Can a QQI Level 5/6 student (under 23) gain advantage by HEI Admissions Offices by including other FE/ HEI qualifications?
	This is a question that each institution may answer based on their own admissions procedures



