
Funded opportunities in Europe for
Guidance Counsellors 

Orla Ní Cheallaigh- NCGE Euroguidance Officer

Carol Guildea- NCGE Post Primary Guidance Programme Coordinator 

Mary Stokes – NCGE FET Guidance Programme Coordinator



The aim of this workshop is to:

 Provide an overview of the landscape of funded opportunities available 
throughout Europe for Guidance Counsellors.

 Advise on the key elements involved in applying for these opportunities:

• Provide an overview to the application process for funding to complete a job shadowing 
experience (KA122-SCH) with European guidance colleagues in another country.

• Introduce potential project topics to get you started (in guidance).

• Introduce helpful tools to support you through the process.

• Provide guidance on how to find a suitable partners across Europe.



A little about Erasmus+

What is Erasmus +?

Erasmus+ is the European Union Programme for education, training, youth and 
sport.

What is the budget?

26.2 Billion

Who is it open to?

Higher Education, Youth organisations, Vocational Education and Training, Adult 
Education, Sports organisations and Schools



Where can you go?



Opportunities for Guidance Counsellors

 EU FET = VET and AE - Funding Opportunities are separate VET and Adult Education - Check out the : Jargon 
Buster - Leargas

 Who Can Take Part in a Mobility Project? Post Primary, VET and Adult Education Staff

 What kind of activities? Job-shadowing ; Teaching assignments ; Courses and training ; VET institution or another 

relevant organisation based in an Erasmus+ Programme country.

 Other Activities: Invited experts (2 to 30 days) ; Hosting teachers in training; Preparatory visits

 Two main types of Erasmus+ Adult Education projects: Learning Mobility for Individuals’ and ‘ 
A short secondment period; Job-shadowing; Attendance at workshops or courses; Attendance at a staff 
training week Cooperation for Innovation and the Exchange of Good Practices;

https://www.leargas.ie/jargon-buster/
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/part-a/eligible-countries
https://www.leargas.ie/erasmus-plus/partnership-cooperation/


Where do I start?

 Sign up for Leargas and NCGE Newsletter! https://insights.leargas.ie/sign-up-for-the-leargas-newsletter

 Register or join European online platforms such as EPALE and 
eTwinning https://epale.ec.europa.eu/en/user/register https://www.facebook.com/EPALE.IE

 Partner search websites we recommend include: http://eupartnersearch.com/Default.aspx
 The Erasmus+ Project Results Platform https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/projects/.

 Be aware of dates/ deadlines

 Recognise your correct "Category of Applicant" are you School? Vocational Education & Training (VET) or Adult Education (AE)

 For Key Action 1, (KA1) One partner is sufficient for schools, VET or Adult Education

 Think about your potential project – consider the Erasmus+ Priorities - Leargas
 Environmentally sustainable and responsible practices
 Digital transformation in education and training
 Participation in democratic life

https://insights.leargas.ie/sign-up-for-the-leargas-newsletter
https://epale.ec.europa.eu/en/user/register
https://www.facebook.com/EPALE.IE
http://eupartnersearch.com/Default.aspx
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/projects/
https://www.leargas.ie/erasmus-plus/erasmus-priorities/


Explore... With caution!

There are also some unofficial websites and Facebook pages dedicated to connecting partners.

Neither Léargas nor the European Commission operate – so not responsible for the content.
❖ Erasmobility – Work placement exchanges Platform is a platform where vocational training centres and colleges 

help each other to find work placements in European countries
❖ Euro Apprenticeship is a European network to promote, implement and enhance learning mobility for apprentices
❖ Euro Placement is a search tool for internships abroad for students and employers
❖ EU Partner search

Lists of Irish funded projects are available here: You searched for Erasmus+ VET funded projects - Leargas
Check to see if their organisation is accredited (KA120 or KA121) to link in to existing applications

https://erasmobility.eu/
http://www.euroapprenticeship.eu/en/home.html
http://www.europlacement.com/
http://eupartnersearch.com/Default.aspx
https://www.leargas.ie/?s=Erasmus%2B+VET+funded+projects


Application forms

Download the relevant application form:

❖ Schools- here Reach out to potential partners*

❖ VET - https://www.leargas.ie/application-process/application-forms/ ; Open Calls - Vocational Education and Training | Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps 
programmes (europa.eu);

❖ Adult Ed Open Calls - Adult Education | Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps programmes (europa.eu)

❖ Explore Vocational Education & Training Opportunities - Leargas

❖ Erasmus+ Programme Guide

❖ Adult Education: There is specified funding allocations for Accredited organisations

❖ 50% of the funding for Accredited organisations

❖ 60% of the funding for Mobility Projects will be allocated under the first application deadline.

❖ 50% of the funding for Small-scale Partnerships will be allocated under the first application deadline.

❖ Download the Erasmus+ Adult Education budget allocation 2022.

❖ Read the programme guide here *

❖ Request or obtain your OID and EU log in: Required in School, VET & AE

❖ Apply by the deadline- Round 1- February Round 2- October

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/app-forms/af-ui-opportunities/#/erasmus-plus/open-calls/field/31047627
https://www.leargas.ie/application-process/application-forms/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/app-forms/af-ui-opportunities/#/erasmus-plus/open-calls/field/31047628
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/app-forms/af-ui-opportunities/#/erasmus-plus/open-calls/field/31047625
https://www.leargas.ie/explore-vocational-education-training-opportunities/
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/erasmusplus-programme-guide
https://insights.leargas.ie/erasmus-accreditation?hsLang=en
https://insights.leargas.ie/erasmus-accreditation?hsLang=en
https://www.leargas.ie/resource/erasmus-adult-education-budget-allocation-2022/
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/part-b/key-action-1/mobility-school


Thinking about your project..

 Consider needs and challenges

 Find out about Leargas Training/ Support days/Events!

 Connect with Services in the Community – Eurodesk & EuropeDirect

 Be clear in what you’d like to achieve

 Consider how you will measure success/ "impact"

 Refer to the award criteria

 Attach supporting documents



❖ The use of digital tools to enhance guidance provision in a school/ College of Further 
Education or Adult education context

❖ Languages and Opportunities in Europe: Understanding the role of languages in Guidance 
from an international perspective

❖ Effective guidance provision for those with additional needs, or 
those from vulnerable backgrounds, migrant populations...

❖ Linking career guidance to the world of work and employability - how schools/ FET Guidance 
Counselling/ services link with industry to enhance LMI and work experience opportunities.

❖ The role of Employers in qualification development as perceived by students, parents and 
Guidance Counsellors in Europe

❖ What "sustainable guidance" and innovation in "Green Careers" looks like across Europe

❖ Early School Leavers: What is the role of Career Guidance for this cohort in the European 
Context

❖ Study Abroad: How do European Guidance Counsellors approach this?

Potential Project Topics



Identifying partners/ host organisations

*

https://www.leargas.ie/erasmus

-plus/partnership-cooperation/

https://www.leargas.ie/erasmus-plus/partnership-cooperation/


 TCAs

 'Academia'

 www.euroguidance.eu CPD opportunities (virtual)

 www.schooleducationgateway.eu courses

 Léargas events and training opportunities

 EPale opportunities

 Workshops- Erasmus funding opportunities (May 17th)

Other opportunities for upskilling

https://euroguidance.ie/TCA/Dec2021
https://www.euroguidance.eu/international-mobility/academia
http://www.euroguidance.eu
http://www.schooleducationgateway.eu
https://www.leargas.ie/event_category/vet/#event-filter-tabs
https://www.leargas.ie/event_category/training/#event-filter-tabs
https://www.leargas.ie/epale/


Support websites

https://www.leargas.ie/resource_tag/templates/
https://www.leargas.ie/manage-your-grant/monitoring/

https://www.leargas.ie/resource_tag/templates/
https://www.leargas.ie/manage-your-grant/monitoring/


Other support documents/links all available

All the below are available at: https://euroguidance.ie/resource/erasmus-GC-
toolkit

❖ ‘Where to access the application form’ document

❖ ‘Potential Project Ideas’ document

❖ ‘Identifying partners’ document

❖ ‘How to get an EU login and OID’ document

❖ Sample application - more detailed step by step information on how to apply

❖ ‘Budget tips’ (Léargas SCH)

❖ Erasmus Programme Guide- from pg 99 (SCH)

 E-twinning: a free online platform connecting more than 900,000 teachers across Europe. Check out 

this video for more information about the platform.

https://euroguidance.ie/resource/erasmus-GC-toolkit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J6MIKkKQ2k1kTVYqxJucl87ho3T0mv0s/view


Reminder re: other NCGE Euroguidance resources-
www.euroguidance.ie



Specific Feedback from IGC Guidance Counsellors interested in 

this workshop

• Career pathways: NCGE Webinar Whole School Guidance: Focus on Transitions, Pathways and Opportunities
• Best way to prepare students for EU (Note: publication in May from Euroguidance / Eurodesk / Eures / QQI /HEA and others)

• Points of contact
• Opportunities for Guidance Counsellors in EU
• How and when to start the application
• Voluntary network of professionals willing to use skills in retirement for marginal communities (see e-Twinning / 

School Education Gateway)
• Opportunities in France and Italy (see e-Twinning / School Education Gateway / Access Europe Resources)

https://vimeo.com/674898747


www.ncge.ie

ncgeinfo@ncge.ie

@ncgeguidance



Go raibh maith agaibh !


