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DATE: 3rd DECEMBER 2021      
Tipperary’s first multi-denominational primary school to open in September 2022
Community National School in Nenagh becomes 28th in network under ETB patronage
Education and Training Boards Ireland (ETBI) welcomes the announcement of the opening of Tipperary’s first multi-denominational primary school in Nenagh in September 2022. This exciting development will come about following a decision of St. Mary’s Junior Boys School and the Diocese of Killaloe to transfer the patronage of the school to Tipperary Education and Training Board.
The agreement will pave the way for the reconfiguration of the 108-year-old all-boys school, which educated children up to first class only to a co-educational facility catering for pupils all the way to sixth class. It will provide a multi-denominational primary option for the first time for parents and students in Nenagh and Tipperary more broadly. The decision is in line with the Programme for Government aim of increasing the number of multi-denominational Community National Schools across the State by 2030.
The ethos of the new Community National School will be based on the core values of the ETB Excellence in Education, Respect, Care, Equality and Community. 
This decision shapes the future of the school amid an evolving landscape for primary education in the town, with both St. Mary’s Convent Primary School and C.B.S. Primary School Nenagh becoming co-educational schools, also from September 2022. 
A process is now underway to transition the school to a Community National School that will operate in a close spirit of partnership with staff, parents, the Diocese of Killaloe, and parish of Nenagh, public representatives and other stakeholders.
Responding to the announcement, Paddy Lavelle, General Secretary of ETBI stated “I am delighted to welcome the announcement of a new Community National School in Tipperary. Our current 27 Community National Schools are thriving in the areas they serve, and I have no doubt that this school will build on its existing success because of this development. This school will now offer, for the first time, a multi-denominational option for the people of Nenagh and Tipperary more broadly. Our experience from reconfiguring schools in other areas of the country is that parents and guardians will travel some distance to have their child educated in a multi-denominational environment. This is also an exciting development for Tipperary ETB as it extends its education and training provision in the county to primary level for the first time. Finally, I would like to wish the parents, school staff and especially the children of St. Mary’s Boys school all the very best as they travel this journey.”
ENDS                                             

Notes to the Editor
Available for interview:  Seamus Conboy.
About Community National Schools: 
Community National Schools (CNS) are state, co-educational, multi-denominational primary schools underpinned by the core values of Excellence in Education, Care, Equality, Community and Respect:
· 27 CNSs so far across Counties Dublin, Meath, Kildare, Louth, Cork, Kerry, Clare, Limerick, Galway, Roscommon, Wexford, and Wicklow.
· Over 5000 students in CNSs nationally 
· There are four counties with no multi-denominational school option - Cavan, Leitrim, Longford, and Monaghan 
· ETBs are fully committed to expanding the number of CNSs nationally in line with governmental targets
For more information on the Community National School model, visit www.cns.ie 
About Education and Training Boards Ireland
Education and Training Boards Ireland (ETBI) is the national representative body for our member ETBs and comprises of the staff of ETBI, the ETBI Chief Executives, Directors of Further Education and Training, Directors of Schools, Directors of Organisation, Support and Development Forums and the respective networks and groups associated with these forums. Our mission is to lead and advance the continued development of education, training and youth work in Ireland and our vision is to harness our strength to influence and promote a strong education and training sector through collaboration and collective effort. ETBI is guided by the core values of excellence, care, equality, community and respect and our strategic goals focus on delivering under the themes of people, partnership, and potential.
About Education and Training Boards 
Education & Training Boards are Ireland’s leading statutory providers of Education and Training and are unique in providing lifelong learning for all. Collectively, the sixteen Education and Training Boards have responsibility for 27 Community National Schools and 251 Post‐ Primary Schools with over 117,000 students. ETB Post‐Primary Schools are the largest provider of education through the medium of Irish with 48 schools. ETBs are also the largest provider of multi-denominational education in Ireland. ETBs deliver Further Education and Training to 148,000 unique FET learners each year across 500+ FET providers and play a central role in the delivery of apprenticeships and traineeships in partnership with employers. ETBs also support, monitor, and deliver youth services. The ETB Sector employs over 32,000 people and has a combined annual spend more than €2bn. 

Media contact details: General media enquiries to media@etbi.ie 
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