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Transition to One Hour Classes in My School 

o Concerns I had 

o Would fewer classes lead to less language acquisition? 
o Would it be harder to get the course covered? 
o If a student is absent for a day, they miss a more overall content.
o Students miss more if you are absent 
o Fewer opportunities to give homework 
o How would short-term and long-term planning work?
o Will students be able to focus for a full hour? 
o What about my students with additional needs?



✓ What I found worked 

✓ Allows for in-depth explanation, followed by practice with observation, support and 
formative feedback. 

✓ Not as much overlap between classes. ‘Remember last class I explained X, let’s 
practice that now’.

✓ Allows you to meaningfully tap into each of the language skills, reading, writing, 
listening, speaking.

✓ In 40 minutes, usually something has to give. 

✓ When you have a class off, you have an hour off in which you can get more done, be 
more productive.

✓ Change of activity breaks up the class, acts as energiser. 

✓ Easier to prep two hour-long classes than three 40-minute classes. 

✓ Easier to prep six classes per day (max) than nine 40-minute classes.  

✓ Easier to deal with a section of an exam paper thoroughly. Full LC listening with time 
for set up and homework.
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Overall school context

✓ There’s calmness about the day because there’s less movement in the school 

✓ Less time lost throughout the day with students moving around the school 

✓ 5 minutes settling in every 40-minute class = 12.5% of your year (1/8 of a class)

✓ 5 minutes settling in every hour-long class = 8% of your year (1/12 of a class)

✓ Definitely suits some subjects more than others.

✓ PE: time it takes to change, set up, etc. 

✓ Home Ec: one hour is tight for practical classes.

✓ Maths: in-depth explanation, practice & consolidation.

✓ English: time to deal with significant text, discussion, formulating responses.



Allocation of Hours

✓ Junior Cycle English, Irish, Maths: 3 hours per week, per year.

✓ Junior Cycle MFL: 

✓ 3 hours in 1st year

✓ 2 hours in 2nd year

✓ 2 hours in 3rd year

✓ Senior Cycle English, Irish, Maths: 4 hours per week, per year

✓ Senior Cycle Choice subjects: 3 hours per week, per year



Subject Planning

✓ Long Term Planning

✓ Break it down into terms, months or number of weeks required 

✓ Share plan with students

✓ Reflection 
✓ What worked
✓ What would you change next year





Subject Planning

✓ Short Term Planning

✓ Cover units of planning over a number of weeks 
✓ Quality of engagement in the classroom is what matters
✓ What a lesson looks like and how to use that time well 
✓ Build in time for observing students while they work 
✓ Formative assessment and feedback
✓ ICT 
✓ Success criteria, Learning intentions, formative feedback 



Sample Lesson Plan 5th or 6th year

TOPIC: HOLIDAY IN FRANCE
Introduction:
Greet students
Date, Roll Call, Learning Intentions
Development:
Activity 1: Listening to weather report (Authentic)
Activity 2: Authentic Text: Rental Accommodation Website
Activity 3: Communication Task: Authentic Text: Rental Accommodation Which accommodation did you/would 
you chose & why
Activity 4: Postcard home taken/adapted from exam papers
Placemat activity, incorporation of Quizlet, Mind maps as appropriate
Conclusion:
Back to learning intentions
Homework explanation
Write a postcard, Write an ad for accommodation
End of class routine





Strategies I Found Useful 

✓ Useful website : https://www.jct.ie/wholeschool/classroom_strategies

✓ Communicative tasks (from desks with masks)

✓ Group Work (editable documents or hard copy)

✓ Student voice and choice 

✓ EdPuzzle

✓ Spiral

✓ Quizlet

✓ Kahoot

✓ Blooket

✓ Mind Meister

https://www.jct.ie/wholeschool/classroom_strategies












Mind Mapping
• Interactive

• Good for visual learners

• Editable longterm





Your Experience

What did you find effective while working online? 

Share in Chat 

All suggestions will be shared 

Take a minute to copy and paste the chat 



Homework/Classroom Work 

➢ Don’t fall into the trap of starting homework in class 

➢ Observing classwork is different than a student starting homework in class

➢ Moving towards an independent model of learning

➢ Listening & speaking tasks for homework 

➢ Two smaller tasks, suggested days for completion 

➢ Use deadlines on apps such as EdPuzzle, Teams
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Impact on Teaching and Students’ Learning Experiences 

✓ Student voice and choice

✓ Active learning strategies

✓ Theory and Practice combined

✓ Students experiences are positive

✓ Use of ICT improved

✓ Easier planning on a daily basis



Questions and Answers 


