Circular Letter S.14/95.

     October, 1995.

  RECKONABILITY FOR PENSION PURPOSES OF SERVICE ABROAD

                        WITH APSO

A Chara,

I am directed by the Minister for the Environment to refer

to the announcement by the Minister for Finance in this

years budget statement that public servants serving as

volunteers in developing countries under the auspices of

the Agency for Personal Service Overseas (APSO) may have

this service reckoned for pension purposes subject to

certain conditions:

     .    The person must be serving in a pensionable

          capacity and must have the absence approved by

          his/her employer;  

     .    The volunteer must be approved and funded as a

          volunteer development worker by APSO and must

          work in a developing country as defined by the

          Minister for Foreign Affairs in consultation

          with the Minister for Finance.

APSO will make the appropriate superannuation

contributions in respect of the service of eligible

volunteers.  Contributions, which will be levied on the

uprated equivalent of the persons pay on the last day of

paid employment prior to commencement of service with

APSO, will be at the rate of 18 1/6 for members of the

Spouses' and Children's Scheme and 15 1/6 for non-members. 

APSO have agreed to make the appropriate contributions 12

months and 24 months following the beginning of the

overseas assignment, or the person's return from the

assignment if this is sooner.  In any event invoices

should be forwarded to APSO no later than 12 months

following the completion of the assignment.

The maximum service reckonable under these arrangements in

the case of any individual volunteer is a period of two

years, and will only apply to volunteer service given

after the 1st January, 1995.  Volunteer service of less

than six months will not qualify under these arrangements.

Any queries in relation to this circular should be

directed in writing to the Superannuation Section or by

telephone (096) 70677, extensions 406, 407, 408 and 409.

Mise le meas,

Declan Naughton,

Higher Executive Officer,

Superannuation Section,

Ext. 408.

To each local authority and body to which the Local

Government Superannuation Code applies.
